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1. THE FAMILY CIRCLE p. 7 

 

well-bred 

ill-bred 

 

stern 

to scold, to tell off 

well-behaved, well-mannered 

bad-mannered 

A large family 

He lets his children have their own way 

 

the forebears : à remplacer par 

 « the ancestors » 

an acquaintance 

p.  8 

 

My grandfather on my mother’s side 

A relation of mine 

A near relation, a near relative 

A distant relation, a distant relative 

To make someone’s acquaintance 

 

an old maid 

the best man 

the bridesmaids 

 

To court a girl, to woo a girl 

To propose to her 

To go on a honeymoon 

They get on well together 

Many happy returns of the day 

A confirmed bachelor 

p.  9 

 

the housemaid 

 

the wages 

the nanny 

To hire a servant 

He was fired on the spot 

To give notice to s.o., to give warning to s.o. 

 

To do the chores 

To keep two servants 

 

2. THE HOUSE p.11 

 

the lease 

the removal 

a hall, a manor 

a mansion 

a removal man 

a removal van 

a detached house 

a semi-detached house 

 

To do one’s packing 

To see somebody home 

A 70-storey skyscraper 

 

To give a house-warming party 

 

a hedge 

a flowerbed 

the railings 

a piazza  

a tile 

 

p.  12. 

 

slate 

thatch 

a beam 

cement 

 

the window-pane 

 a French window 

a sash window 

the keyhole 

 
The house is two storeys high 

The door is ajar 

A front room 

A back room 

To mow the lawn 

the foundations 

a storey 

the street floor, the first floor  

the first floor 

the first storey 

the top floor 

a sitting room 

a study 

a spare room 

a guest room 

 a nursery 

an attic 

an attic room 

 

 

 

p. 13 
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the washroom 

the banister 

a handrail 

the landing 

 

Vacancy- No Vacancy 

« To let 

A roomy flat 

 

To go up two flights of stairs 

Furnished lodgings 

a duster 

a broom 

a vacuum cleaner 

a hoover 

 

To shake, to beat, to brush a carpet 

To dust, to polish the furniture 

To hoover, to vacuum the carpet 

 

To run the vacuum cleaner over a carpet 

To leave everything lying about 

p. 14 

 

To tidy up the room 

Fitted with all modern conveniences 

 

lighting 

a lantern 

a chandelier 

 

a plug 

the fuse 

a power cut 

a reading lamp  

a switch 

the gas, the electricity meter 

a lampshade 

a standard lamp 

 

Lighted by electricity 

The room is it up 

 

By candlelight 

By the light of a lamp 

To blow the candle out 

The current has failed, there is an electric-light 

failure 

 

a log 

a spark 

 

a stove 

the hearth 

the grate 

soot 

p.  15 

 

The fire went out 

By the fireside 

To warm oneself in front of the fire 

 

in The Hall : everything except : 

«  the letterbox, the mailbox » 

add : the mail :le courrier. 

 

a settee 

a couch 

a cushion 

a trinket 

a curio 

silverware 

cutlery 

a tablecloth 

china a tureen 

a ladle 

a dinner plate 

a soup plate 

a dessert plate 

a side plate 

 

a leaf 

a stuffed chair 

aside board 

table linen 

a dinner set 

a tumbler 

a mug  

earthenware, crockery 

p 16 

 

a saucepan 

a gas stove 

a kitchen table 

a pot, ajar 

the refrigerator 

the deepfreeze 

a coffee-maker 

 

a stool a strainer 

a sieve, a sifter 

a funnel 

a whip  
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a grater 

a filter 

a jug 

 
Stainless steel 

A pot of jam 

 
An earthenware pot 

A milk jug, a water  jug 

 

bedlinen 

an eiderdown 

a bedspread 

a bedside lamp 

a cot 

a cradle 

a chest 

a counterpane, a quilt 

 

A single bed 

A double bed 

Twin beds 

p.17 

 

To be in a fine mess 

To sleep like a log 

Sleep on it ! 

To be laid up 

 

A study 

a writing table 

a biro  

a ballpoint pen 

adhesive 

Scotch 

 

A filing cabinet 

a pad of writing paper 

blotting paper 

a paperclip 

a staple 

a stapler 

a punch 

a date stamp. 

 

p. 19 Hunger and Thirst: 

 
a mouthful 

 

(all the italics) 

 

Expressions: 

 

to lunch off a sandwich 

to drink out of a glass 

a slimming diet 

 
(all the italics) 

 

 
3. FOOD p. 19 

 
a loaf 

game 

mustard 

vinegar 

p.20 

 

jam 

marmalade 

to bake 

to fry 

to roast 

to boil 

rotten 

stale 

 

Expressions: 

 

A joint of roast beef 

The meat is rare, underdone, well done, 

overcome 

Medium rare 

Scones served with clotted cream 

Whipped cream 

A soft boiled egg 

A hard boiled egg 

Scrambled eggs 

Fried eggs 

Mashed potatoes 

 

(all the italics) 

 

p. 21 Drinks: 

 

cocoa 

 

(all the italics) 

 

 

 

 

Expressions: 
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Sparkling water 

plain / still water 

tap water 

 

(all the italics),  

 

 

At Table: 

 

a corkscrew 

 

p. 22  Expressions: 

 

A light meal, a substantial meal 

I have been invited to dinner, I have been 

asked to dinner 

 

(to be added: "to invite s.o. to dinner"= 

inviter qqn à souper (au restaurant p.ex.) 

 

To serve s.o. with ham 

To lay the table cloth 

To clear the table 

 

Fruit: 

 

a nut, a walnut, a hazelnut 

 

(all the italics) 

 

Vegetables and Cereals: 

 

a cabbage 

a cauliflower 

 

p. 23 

 

an onion  

a cucumber 

a lettuce 

beans 

French beans 

peas 

parsley. 

mint 

garlic 

thyme 

rosemary 

 a leek 

a courgette, a zucchini 

an aubergine, an eggplant 

a gherkin 

asparagus 

 

a shallot 

chervil 

cress 

basil 

bay leaf 

Brussels sprouts 

a  marrow, a squash 

a radish 

an artichoke 

wheat 

barley 

oats 

rye 

 

Expressions 

 

(all the italics) 

 

 
4. BODY AND CLOTHES  

 
p.25 

 
a giant 

a dwarf 

to march 

 

to stride, strode, stridden, striding 

to step 

to pace 

to steal, stole, stolen, stealing 

to stagger 

 

a graceful figure, a slim figure 

to get to one’s feet 

 

awkward gestures 

to take a step 

at a brisk pace 

 

the nostrils 

 

p.26 

 

a curl 

the eyelashes 

a wrinkle 

a hairstylist 

 

to squint 
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to scowl 

to frown 

to wink 

to blink 

 

to hold one’s head up 

to make faces 

to grow a beard 

 

the trunk 

to seize 

 

p.27 

 

to drag 

to twist 

to jerk 

to grip 

to clasp 

to snatch 

to stretch (oneself) 

 

to fold one’s arms 

bareheaded 

 

to turn one’s back on someone 

to stretch out one’s arm, one’s leg 

 

to overhear – heard, - heard – hearing 

sweet-smelling 

ill-smelling 

 

a keen sight, a weak sight 

within sight, out of sight 

 

p.28 

 

no hard feelings 

 

sweet and sour pork 

to gaze at something 

to gape at something 

to glare at someone 

a deafening din 

within earshot 

everything went very smoothly 

 

the arteries 

the veins 

circulation 

 

to pant 

the bowels 

 

to pant for breath 

to recover one’s breath 

 

an overcoat 

slacks 

pants 

material 

nylon 

 

p.29 

 

to darn 

an apron 

nappies, diapers 

 

a waistcoat 

overalls 

linen 

ragged 

 

to have a suit made 

outmoded 

a poloneck sweater, a turtleneck sweater 

 

ready-made clothes 

clothes made to measure 

she is all dressed up 

 

shoelaces 

 

felt 

a bowler hat 

the sole 

 

to polish one’s shoes 

 

p.30 

 

a brassière 

a petticoat (long), a strip (short)  

a nightdress, a nightgown 

a dressing gown 

a brooch 

 

the washbasin 

a face cloth, a flannel, a wash cloth 

nail polish, nail varnish 

 

running water 

a razor blade 
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5. Life at school 

 
p.33  

 

a duster 

a copybook 

a biro 

blotting paper 

the infant school 

a dining hall 

the junior boys 

the junior girls 

the master 

the mistress 

the common room 

a prep room 

a day pupil 

a boarder 

 

p.34 

an undergraduate 

 

a freshman 

a sophomore 

a junior 

a senior 

a lecturer 

a tutor 

 

a co - school 

 

overworked 

shallow 

extensive 

comprehensive 

 

p.35 

 

to prompt 

a deuce 

to utter 

idle 

learned 

 

to be educated at 

 

to win a scholarship 

to kick up a row 

he’s kept in 

 

P36 

 

the stress pattern 

illegible 

learning 

orthography 

 

a writing 

to scribble 

 

p.37 

 

to read maths 

 

I got over the pass mark 

He has a thorough knowledge of… 

 

the attendance sheet 

 

to wander from the subject 

to read for an examination 

to flunk 

where did we leave off? 

 

p.38 

 

It’s off the point 

It’s to the point, that’s the good point (but keep 

it’s relevant !) 

 

to leapfrog from one topic to another 

 
6. GAMES AND SPORT 

 
p.39 

 

a fancy-dress party 

the more the merrier 

to crack a joke  

to know how to take a joke 

 

a plaything 

clubs 

diamonds  

hearts s 

pades  

a forward  

a back 

 

 

 

p. 40  
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a die  

bowling  

the pitch  

a bat  

foul play 

 

all the italics  

(à part: a puppet: une marionette) 

 

one all 

to play leapfrog 

a game of skill 

a draw 

 

p. 41  

 

to thrust a racehorse 

a lap  

to leap 

to fling  

to hurl  

to cast a track  

 

all the italics 

 

to go into training  

to be out of training 

 

o be in good trim  

(garder : to be in good shape, to be fit)  

to deal  

a blow 

to ward off a blow 

 

p.42  

 

a straight left 

 

all the italics! 

 

to glide 

a ski tow  

 ( garder: a ski lift)  

the poles  

a sleigh 

 

to launch oneself down the slope  

to rush straight downhill  

to take a bend 

 

 

7. THE TOWN 

 

page 43: 

 

the outskirts 

a lane  

a city dweller 

Washington lies on the Potomac 

 

thinly populated, densely populated 

 

CHANGE THE TRANSLATION OF: it is two 

blocks away :  c'est a deux pâtés d'ici 

 

a (shopping) mall 

 a flea market 

 

page 44 

 

to ask a policeman the way 

sorry, I am a stranger in these parts 

to stick on a stamp 

care of (c/o)  

directory enquiries 

 

page 45: 

 

an inn 

 

a boarding house 

a paying guest 

a boarder 

 

full board 

starters  

the thoroughfare  

the roadway 

 

page 46: 

 

a saunterer, a stroller 

the bustle 

the din 

 

to swarm 

to crowd to 

to cross over the street 

a double-decker  

 

no thoroughfare 

 

the town hall 

the mayor 
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refuse 

to direct 

 

a counsellor 

the water-supply 

 

8. LIFE IN THE COUNTRY 

 

Page 47: 

 

a hedge 

winding  

a meadow  

countryfolk  

a parish  

a lane a  

ditch  

a bank  

a well-kept road 

 

a road lined with trees 

an out-of-the-way place 

 

a fair 

a pageant 

a roundabout 

a merry-go-round 

a bonfire 

 

Page 48: 

 

the common 

the blacksmith 

a conjurer 

a booth 

 

a kitchen garden 

a (flower)bed 

weeds 

to weed 

a rake 

a wheelbarrow 

a watering can 

a shovel 

a saw 

a spade 

a pick 

a (pitch)fork 

a lawnmower 

a bud 

a rose tree, a rosebush 

 

a lily 

a peony 

a poppy 

hawthorn 

the lily of the valley 

a forget-me-not 

a buttercup 

 a dahlia 

 

Page 49:  

 

the rose is in full bloom 

mind the thorns! 

 

noxious 

 

a flea  

a louse  

a bug  

a hornet  

a swarm 

a hive 

wax 

a hedgehog 

a caterpillar 

a cricket 

a mole 

A frog croaks 

The spider weaves its web 

It hangs from its thread 

 

Page 50 

 

the bill, the beak 

a feather 

a chaffinch 

a robin 

 

to hop 

to warble 

 o peck  

a hawk  

a buzzard  

a (sky)lark  

a crow  

a magpie 

a stork  

a tit 

it flaps its wings  

the chirping of the birds  

a labourer  
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the farmyard  

a dog kennel  

a sheepfold  

 

manure 

 

dung 

a trough 

a pail 

 

Page 51: 

 

to water the cattle 

a thriving farm 

 

a ram 

a ewe 

the hoofs / hooves 

 

to hatch 

to graze 

a horseshoe 

a chick 

a kitten 

a puppy 

the harness 

the bridle 

the saddle 

a piglet 

a kid 

a colt, a foal 

a herd of cattle 

a cat mews 

hens cackle 

a cow moos 

sheep bleat 

a pig grunts 

a horse neighs 

 

page 52: 

 

home-grown 

a churn 

 

wheat 

barley 

oats 

rye 

 

tillage 

to mow 

a mowing machine 

a shovel 

a (to) rake 

a (pitch)fork 

the harvesters 

to reap 

 

a scythe 

a sickle 

a scarecrow 

a granary 

a sheaf 

to thresh 

a thresher 

 the sails  

a haystack  

 

to make hay  

to turn over the hay 

to gather in the corn 

 to drive the plough 

 corn is ground into flour 

 a mill worked by electricity 

 

page 53: 

 

a vine-grower 

a wine-press 

a cask, a barrel  

a (to) seal  

a corkscrew 

 

 

9. Nature and Environment 

 

p.55 
 

a mount 

the brink 

 

a vale, a dale 

a gully, a ravine 

a glen 

a marmot 

a ridge 

 

halfway up t the top 

 

an ice axe 

a piton 

 

 

p. 56 
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to make an ascent 

 

as far as the eye can see 

a bird’s eye view 

to feel giddy 

ha has a steady foot 

 

the bark 

a bough 

a thorn 

moss  

ivy 

an oak 

a beech 

 

all the italics (from “sap” to “maple”) 

 

the tree spreads its branches 

the branches sway 

bare branches 

 

p. 57 

 

first four expressions in italics 

 

a woodpecker 

claws 

a cabin 

 

a huntsman 

game 

a cartridge 

 

All the italics (from “a pack” to”a wild boar”) 

 

a brook 

an estuary 

the moth of a river 

to overflow 

 

p. 58 

 

the bank 

a footbridge 

a barge 

a lock 

 

the seafront 

a cape 

 

All the italics ( from “reef” to” foam”) 

 

at high tide, at low tide 

to collect shells 

 

a scale 

p.59 

 

bony 

a herring 

a rod, a line 

 

slimy 

a plaice 

a reed 

an angler 

 

p. 60  

the beach is swarming with people 

he lost his footing and sank 

to float on one’s back 

 

a regatta 

rowing 

 

all the italics from skiff to same boat except to 

paddle 

 

an environmentalist 

disposable 

carbon dioxide 

organic farming  

a disposable cigarette lighter 

 

10. THE WEATHER 

 

p. 63 

 

foul (garder: nasty) 

unsettled (garder: changeable) 

steady, calm 

to cloud over 

 

to pile up 

 

it is set fair 

the barometer is rising / falling 

the thermometer stands at 40 …. 

an air-conditioned room 

 

all the italics in parenthesis except : 

today’s forecast is 
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p.64 

 

sultry 

scorching 

 

all the italics in parenthesis except: 

drought 

 

a sultry heat, a scorching heat 

 

the three following italic sentences!!! 

 

ajouter: cloudy : nuageux 

a downpour 

drizzle 

storm clouds 

(a flash of) garder: lightning 

a thunderbolt 

a clap of thunder 

 

all the italics 

 

p.65 

 

the leaves are dripping 

 

all the italics 

 

slush  

 

All the italics 

 

we had a cold spell 

a biting cold 

i am shivering with cold 

a thick fall of snow 

 

p. 66 

 

my fingers are numb 

 

all the italics 

 

a draught 

a lull 

to howl 

to lift (garder: to clear off) 

to subside, to abate 

 

all the italics 

 

all the expressions (from “a high wind” to “ the 

fogs lift”) 

(italics included) 

 

the river burst its banks 

his face was streaming with tears 

 

p. 67 

 

all the italics 

 

to kindle 

a blaze 

to rage 

the wreckage 

a hose 

to spout 

 

a fresh fire has broken out 

 

the roof is falling in! 

it all went up in smoke 

 

to gush 

 

an earth tremor 

 

p. 68 

 

all the italics 
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11. The sky and the stars 

 

p.69 

 

dim 

gloom 

the Pole Star 

a moonbeam 

to twinkle 

 

p.70 

daylight is falling 

a starlit night 

in a dim light 

 

all the italics 

 

northwards 

southwards 

eastwards 

westwards 

gravity 

 

a southerly wind 

the earth revolves around the sun 

 

all the italics 

 

12. The world 

 

p.71 

 

land 

a cape 

the straight 

 

all the italics 

 

to bound 

to border on 

a settlement 

a settler 

 

p. 72 

 

iceland lies… 

off the beaten track 

 

a half-cast 

a spear 

 

to follow the track 

to undertake an expedition 

in the wild 

 

an outlandish country 

we have lost track of them 

 

a sugar cane 

an almond tree 

a fig tree 

a lioness 

the den 

a dromedary 

 

a cheetah 

a reindeer 

 

All the expressions from “the lion roars to “ it 

dashed at its prey” 

learn: to fall into a trap 

 

 


